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TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace 
and peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re 
glad you’re here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the 

late Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where 
parents can tend to little ones while watching and listening to the 
service.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers 

are available at Sunday services for any who may find them 
helpful.  Don’t hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a 

baptized communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with 
joyful confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the 
sacrament here.  As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and 
of the cup, “This is my blood”; and of both he says, “given and 
shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is 

distributed at the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher 
directs.  For receiving the wine, two cups are available, one to 
drink from and a second to dip the host in. Follow your 
preference.  If you choose not to commune but would like even 
so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or assisting minister 
with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, quietly ask the 
pastor. 
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FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
DECEMBER 30, 8:30 & 10 AM 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly,” Jeffrey Blersch 

Asking God’s Forgiveness (8:30 only) 
Stand 
 

In the beginning was the Word 
and the Word was with God, and Word was God 
In the Word was life, 
and the life was the light of all people 
The Word was in the world, and the world did not know him. 
He came to his own people, and his people did not receive him. 
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name 
He gave power to become children of God. 
The Word became flesh and lived among us, 
And we have seen his glory, full of grace and truth.  John 1 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Opening Hymn “God’s Own Child” 

God’s own child, I gladly say it; I am baptized into Christ! 
He, because I could not pay it, gave my full redemption price. 
Do I need earth’s treasures many? I have one worth more than any 
That brought me salvation free lasting to eternity! 
 

Sin, disturb my soul no longer; I am baptized into Christ! 
I have comfort even stronger; Jesus’ cleansing sacrifice. 
Should a guilty conscience seize me since my baptism did release me 
In a dear forgiving flood, sprinkling me with Jesus; blood? 
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Satan, hear this proclamation; I am baptized into Christ! 
Drop your ugly accusation, I am not so soon enticed. 
Now that to the font I’ve traveled, all your might has come unraveled, 
And, against your tyranny, God, my Lord, unites with me! 
 

Death, you cannot end my gladness: I am baptized into Christ! 
When I die, I leave all sadness to inherit paradise! 
Though I lie in dust and ashes faith’s assurance brightly flashes: 
Baptism has the strength divine to make life immortal mine. 
 

There is nothing worth comparing to this lifelong comfort sure! 
Open-eyed my grave is staring: even there I’ll sleep secure. 
Though my flesh awaits its raising, still my soul continues praise: 
I am baptized into Christ; I’m a child of paradise! 
 

Baptisms (10 only) 

Greeting 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Gloria (8:30 only) 
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GOD’S WORD 

Today’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and 
open our minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we 
may think and act according to your good will and may live continually 
in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Sit 

From the Old Testament 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
18Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen 
ephod. 19His mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him 
each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly 
sacrifice. 20Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May 
the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she 
made to the LORD”; and then they would return to their home. 
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  26Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor 
with the LORD and with the people. 
 The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
  

From the Book of Psalms 148:7-14 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 

 

7Praise the LORD| from the earth, 
  you sea monsters | and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, | snow and fog, 
  tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will; 
9mountains | and all hills, 
  fruit trees | and all cedars; 
10wild beasts | and all cattle, 
  creeping things and | flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, 
  princes and all rulers | of the world; 
12young | men and maidens, 
  old and | young together. Refrain 
 
13Let them praise the name | of the LORD, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and 
heaven. 
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for 
all | faithful servants, 
  the children of Israel, a people who are near 
the LORD. | Hallelujah! Refrain  
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From a New Testament letter Colossians 3:12-17 
12As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 13Bear with 
one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive 
each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. 14Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony. 15And let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be 
thankful. 16Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts 
sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. 17And whatever you do, 
in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

From one of the four Gospels Luke 2:41-52 

Gospel Acclamation “Angels We Have Heard on High,” #289  

Come to Bethlehem and see 
Him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn king. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 2nd   chapter of St. Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

41Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of 
the Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up as 
usual for the festival. 43When the festival was ended and they started to 
return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not 
know it. 44Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a 
day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives 
and friends. 45When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem 
to search for him. 46After three days they found him in the temple, 
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding 
and his answers. 48When his parents saw him they were astonished; and 
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his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, 
your father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49He 
said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I 
must be in my Father’s house?” 50But they did not understand what he 
said to them. 51Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, 
and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her 
heart. 
  52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and 
human favor. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pastor Bridger 

Stand 

Hymn for Today “Let All Together Praise Our God,” #287 

Confessing our Faith (8:30 Only) 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Offering our Prayers 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . .  
. . . Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.   

 
Greet those around you with these or similar words 

Sit 
 

Gathering Our Gifts “Away in a Manger,” Martha Kelsey 

Stand 
 

The Gifts Are Presented The First Noel,” #300, stanzas 1, 5 

God of abundance, 
You have blessed us with these gifts. Grant us patience and hope as 
we commit them to your service for the care and redemption of all 
that you have made; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 
 

Preparing our hearts 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:  

 

Prayer of Consecration 
 
Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
Sit.   

 
To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 

Communion Hymns 
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“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  #272 

“What Child Is This” #296 

Stand 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

We thank you, gracious Father, for this foretaste of the age to come 
when hunger is no more, and every heart is filled with joy. Send us now 
in the strength of this promise to spend our days as signs of hope for all 
creation, and as agents of your life-giving love in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

ON OUR WAY 

A Final Word and Promise 

 
 

A Hymn 
 

“From Heaven Above” #268 stanzas 1 ,2 ,12 , 14 

 



12 

 

A Mission 
  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “From Heaven Above,” Wilbur Held 

 
Advent Kyrie Text: Richard Claybaker; Music: John Eggert. Reprinted by permission of The Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.  

.Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019;  “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!” 
Text ©1989 Brian Dill. Used with permission with OneLicense #702571 

 

SERVING TODAY 

Preaching Minister – Pr. Bridger 
 

Presiding Minister – Pr. Burce 
 

Assisting Ministers – Kathy Neumann (8:30); Mike Thiel (10:00) 
 

Lectors – Ruth King (8:30); Janice Snyder (10:00) 
 

Communion Assistants – Linda Herhuth, Kent Skurkey, Lee Vysoky 
(8:30); Liz Kitzel, Bob Stoddard, Linda Stoddard (10:00) 

 

Acolytes – Bryce Neumann, Gavin Waugaman (8:30);  
Evan Thiel, Luke Thiel (10:00) 

 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Cantor – Bethany Kresnye (8:30); Trudy Gustke (10:00) 
 

Deacons – Ray Durban, Raffee Johns (8:30);  
Amy Hunger, Mark Hunger (10:00) 

 
Greeters—Frank & Karen Beodray (8:30); 

Pat & Kathy Gallagher (10:00) 
 

Ushers – Joe Frantz, Joe King, Tim Roman (8:30);  
Dominic Bloor, Jim Breckel, Aubrey Thiel (10:00) 

 

Trustee – Joshua Koza 
 

Altar Guild – Maria Geier, Bonnie Price 
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Nursery –Jodi Norris, Kaylie Norris (10:00) 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

 In gratitude to God for the past 12 months, and the many blessings 
which came during 2018 

 
 Prayers for school children, teachers, and staff during their 

Christmas breaks 
 
 For those who are traveling 
 
 for those hospitalized and in need of expressions of care & love as 

The New Year begins 

 
 Kaylee Ann Rhys Schneider, Adalin Grace Schneider, Xavier Booth 

Lamb and Wells Arthur Harper Lamb baptized today 
  

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

Epiphany of Our Lord 
Isaiah 60:1-6, Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14, Ephesians 3:1-12, Matthew 2:1-12 
We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for 

divine services. 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 

Interim Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 

 

mailto:church@messiahfp.org
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